MEMORANDUM 
DATE:

October 29, 2014
TO:

City Commission
CC:

Robert Baldwin, City Manager


Colin Donnelly, Assistant City Manager



Louise Stilson, City Clerk

FROM:
Thomas J. Ansbro, City Attorney
RE:
Proposed Charter Amendment; Revision of Prescribed Time for Installation (Seating) of Newly Elected City Commissioners Following a Biennial City Commission Election; City Charter, Section 1, “Biennial Organization Meeting” of Article 6 (“Meetings of the City Commission”) of Part II (“Legislative Branch and Legislation”)
______________________________________________________________________________
It is desirable to amend the City Charter to adjust the time when newly elected City Commissioners are installed (seated) after the official tabulation of the Broward County Supervisor of Elections Office has officially certified biennial municipal election results.  

Presently, the City Charter provides that newly elected City Commissioners are to be sworn in and seated “[O]n the first Tuesday following each biennial regular election…”.  This requirement is not technically able to be met, since the Supervisor of Elections Office does not officially certify the municipal election results until at least ten (10) days after such an election.  This amendment will provide a new day (the second Monday following the date of each such election) within which the City can swear in and install (seat) new elected officials.
This is one of the few instances in which the Charter may be amended by an ordinance.  Typically, Charter amendments require voter approval by referendum.

Commission adoption of an ordinance approving the Charter revision is requested.  

